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THE CHANGING INTERNATIONAL ORDER 
GEODYNAMICS IN 2017 

MONTHLY ALERT, SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

To many, the world seems to be on fire. A small, newly nuclear-armed authoritarian country is 
ƛƴŎŜǎǎŀƴǘƭȅ ǘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ǎƻƭŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴƛƴƎ ǎǳǇŜǊǇƻǿŜǊΦ ¢Ƙŀǘ ǎǳǇŜǊǇƻǿŜǊ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ƛǎ ƴƻǿ 
increasingly viewed, by even some of its staunchest allies, as a άǘƘǊŜŀǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǇŜŀŎŜέ. Many 
Europeans are on the edge of their seats as they watch an increasingly revanchist Russia embark upon 
its largest military exercise along its Western borders since the end of the Cold War. China and the US 
seem to be outbidding one another in brinkmanship in the China Seas, with major potential economic 
and military consequences also for Europe. Less mediatized ς but nevertheless not any less impactful 
for the world and for Europe ς the two nuclear-armed Asian great powers were engaged in a two-
month tense military standoff high up in the Himalayas. 
 
The increased geopolitical grandstanding of these great powers is occurring against a background of 
renewed global terrorist attacks (also in Europe), as ISIS and its affiliates move their theater of 
ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŘǿƛƴŘƭƛƴƎ ΨŎŀƭƛǇƘŀǘŜΩ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘ ǘƻ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŜŜ ŀƴ 
opportunity to sow terror and advance their agenda. All of this is happening in a period of 
unprecedented technological change; of resurgent populism1; of climate-related cataclysms (as seen 
this month alone in the US and the Caribbean countries in the Kingdom of The Netherlands but even 
more so in India, Bangladesh and Nepal); of growing concerns about various medical or zoonotic 
challenges; of massive cyberattacks; of possibly even bigger changes in the ways in which we humans 
identify, organize, and create value and meaning for ourselves. Are all of these widely shared fears 
the tip that is representative for the entire underlying iceberg? Or are they essentially statistical 
ŀǊǘƛŦŀŎǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƘǳƳŀƴǎΩ ŦŀǎŎƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǎΚ !ƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ŜǾŜƴ ƪƴƻǿΚ 
 
These questions are not purely of academic interest ς also not limited to The Netherlands. On January 
1, 2018, the Kingdom of The Netherlands, including Aruba, Curaçao and St. Maarten, will take a seat 
at the most prominent and prestigious international table ς the United Nations Security Council ς for 
a period of one year. It will even chair the Security Council during the month of March 2018. As it 
prepares for this weighty responsibility, obtaining a better evidence-based understanding of the 
actual geodynamics behind the current international order is of utmost importance. 
 
HCSS has been developing (and continues to develop) various automated data-sets and -tools to 
enable policy- and decision-makers to better monitor geodynamics in the international system - we 
ƘŀǾŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ΨƴƻǿŎŀǎǘƛƴƎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŎƻǇŜ ƻŦ ǘhis effort is temporally narrow and retrospective in 
character (in this case the first 6 months of 2017); geographically global and substantively 
comprehensive. Reporting on these uniquely rich (and still imperfect) datasets remains a daunting 
challenge. We have always strived to strike a balance between reporting on what the data tell us and 
filtering only what we think is relevant. This alert presents a few selected highlights from our datasets 
that in our opinion check these two boxes. We report on what our automated event datasets ς one 
of the very few near-real-time datasets allowing us to track geodynamic currents as they occur ς tell 
us about three important topics: the assertiveness of (selected) great powers; the emergent 
geodynamic realignments of selected pivot states that find themselves on the dividing lines between 
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different great powers; and the position of The Netherlands itself in this global geodynamic 
maelstrom2. 
 
The main metric we use throughout this report is one that we have started thinking of as the 
geodynamic equivalent of widely used metrics like Gross Domestic Product (GDP) or inflation rate in 
the economic domain: the Average Goldstein Score ς AGS for short. This score attributes to every 
ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘǿƻ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀŎǘƻǊǎ ŀ ƴǳƳŜǊƛŎŀƭ ǾŀƭǳŜ ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ Ҍмл όǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ΨǇƻǎƛǘƛǾŜΩ 
value for an event) and -10 (thŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ΨƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜΩ ƻƴŜύ ƻƴ ŀ ŎƻƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ-conflict spectrum, while these 
ŜǾŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǳǘƻƳŀǘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŜȄǘǊŀŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƴŜǿǎ ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΦ .ȅ ǘǊŀŎƪƛƴƎ !D{ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ 
often 100s or 1000s events for any dyadic relationship between two countries for any given time 
period, we can start painting a picture of recent and ongoing geodynamic ebbs and flows in 
international interactions. When interpreting the various visuals through this document, our readers 
have to bear in mind that negative (i.e. lower) AGS scores mean higher assertiveness. HCSS has also 
categorized all events in 6 functional domains: diplomatic, informational, security, military, economic 
and legal - ŀ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǎŎƘŜƳŜ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ 5L{a9[Φ hǳǊ ǘƛƳŜŦǊŀƳŜ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊ ΨƎŜƻŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ 
ŀƭŜǊǘΩ ƛǎ the period between January 1, 2017 and July 1, 2017 ς but we also compare our findings for 
this period with the findings for the entire previous year of 2016. 
 
 

!!Would you like to access the interactive and real-time version of the alert, click here!!  
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GREAT POWER ASSERTIVENESS 
 
GREAT POWER ASSERTIVENESS SLIGHTLY DOWN IN 2017 

 
HCSS has reported in past publications3 that the five great powers monitored (China, the 28 European 
Union member states as a group, India, Russia, and the United States), have started behaving more 
assertively as a group. Our findings for the first 6 months show a very small improvement (+2.3%) in 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ΨŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛǾŜΩ ƴŜƎŀǘƛǾŜ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ ŀǎǎŜǊǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ǿƘŜƴ ŎƻƳǇŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ нлмс ŘŀǘŀΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƳŀƭƭ 
improvement is relative to an absolute level that remains extremely negative, however (-8.41 with -
10 being the worst possible). We remind our readers that this is a very high-ƭŜǾŜƭ ΨƘŜƭƛŎƻǇǘŜǊΩ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 
Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ƎŜƻŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀƎƎǊŜƎŀǘŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ нллΩллл ŜǾŜƴǘǎΦ 
 

 
 
When we break down that top-level Great Power Assertiveness (GPA) finding in the different 
functional categories we use, we detect only minute (between 0% to 0.6%) improvements in most 
categories and slightly larger ones (2.6% and 3.6%) in the legal and diplomatic ones. Overall, it is still 
fair to state that GPA continues to hover around worrisomely negative levels. 
 

 
 

http://stratbase.org/index.php/portfolio-2/great-power-assertiveness
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The GPA trend lines for the individual great powers for the first 6 months of 2017 alone show a 
negative trend for all great powers ς another discomforting finding. In the first six months of the Trump 
administration, the US shows the biggest decline in AGS of all great powers. 
 
To get a sense of the types of events that are covered, as well as their relative importance in our 
dataset you can review the different interactive datasets on display. 
 

 
 
 
 
IS INDIA NOW ALSO CATCHING óGREAT POWER ASSERTIVITIS? 

 
One of the most striking GPA findings in our data for this year to date is the changing Indian storyline4. 
²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǇƻǎƛǘƛƻƴŜŘ LƴŘƛŀ ƛƴ ǇǊŜǾƛƻǳǎ ǎǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊǎ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ΨǇŀŎƛŦƛŎΩ όǎǳōǎǘŀƴǘƛǾŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ 
ƎŜƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎŀƭƭȅ ǎǇŜŀƪƛƴƎύ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘǳōōŜŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ΨŀǎǎŜǊǘƛǾƛǘƛǎΩΥ ŀ ǉǳŀǎƛ- 
pathological (from a Western European point of view) affliction in which great powers seem 
predisposed to assert their power, especially in negative ways. In our last edition, we were surprised 
that the advent to power in India of the nationalist BJP had not (yet) led to an observably more 
assertive stance in world politics. For 2017, however, some of the indicators we use to track GPA, show 
India to be the most assertive of all GPs. 
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hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǾƛǾƛŘ ƛƭƭǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ LƴŘƛŀΩǎ ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ƛƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ 
Chinese border guards moving railroad-making equipment onto the Dolam plateau in Bhutan. The 
ensuing military standoff saw a few hundred troops from both sides confront each other for over two 
months. Many observers drew analogies to the bloody 1962 Sino-Indian border war, with the added 
drama than both powers are now militarily far more powerful than in 1962 and are also both nuclear 
powers. Even though all of this received far less attention in the Western press, possible renewed 
Sino-Indian clashes probably rank up there with a possible Sino-American military conflict in the South 
or East China seas (possibly triggered by yet another North Korean nuclear missile test) and a Russia-
NATO one in Central Europe with respect to the global risk of a major military conflagration. 
 
Later this month, HCSS will publish a more detailed analysis of the changing Indian assertiveness story. 
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PIVOT STATES 
 

In previous years, HCSS has identified a number of pivot states based on a set of criteria that suggested 
these states found themselves at the intersection of some geo-ǘŜŎǘƻƴƛŎ ƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ΨǇƭŀǘŜǎΩΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ 
reported on those in our yearly Strategic Monitors5. For this shorter Geodynamics Alert, a handful of 
those events are further examined. These pivot states possess military, economic and political 
strategic goods, and are located in overlapping spheres of influence, where great power interests 
collide and potentially clash. Four pivot states were selected; three in our own backyard at the shatter 
belt between Russia and Europe, the other in the Pacific hot zone, where rising China is meeting the 
US. The Philippines, probably one of the most high-Ǿƛǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ΨǇƛǾƻǘǎΩ ǘƘŀǘΣ ǳƴŘŜǊ ƛǘǎ ƴŜǿ 
President Duterte, has declared its determination to pivot away from the United States and towards 
/Ƙƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ wǳǎǎƛŀΦ ¢ƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇƛǾƻǘ ǎǘŀǘŜǎ ŀǊŜ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΣ aƻƭŘƻǾŀ ŀƴŘ .ŜƭŀǊǳǎ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƴ 
nŜƛƎƘōƻǊƘƻƻŘΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ-
scale Zapad ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜΦ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΣ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ΨǊŜǾƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŘƛƎƴƛǘȅΩ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ 
struggling to diǎǘŀƴǘƛŀǘŜ ƛǘǎŜƭŦ ŦǊƻƳ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ŀƳōit; Moldova and Belarus, as two other former Soviet 
republics that ς in very different ways ς have shown signs of possible realignment. 
 
 
THE PHILIPPINES: PIVOTING TOWARDS CHINA, BUT ITôS MORE COMPLICATED THAN 
YOU THINK 

 
The Philippines continue to be one of the most dramatically pivoting states. When comparing the 
findings for 2016 with those for Jan-Jul 2017, the picture revealed is slightly more differentiated than 
generally recounted although the basic elements of the widely accepted pivoting story are very much 
ŎƻƴŦƛǊƳŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΩ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ !D{ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦{ ŘŜǘŜǊƛƻǊŀǘŜŘ ōȅ рл҈Σ ǿƘŜǊŜŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
same indicator towards China improved by 87%. The actual events behind these findings include 
Duterte seeking to normalize relations with China; welcoming a joint naval exercise with China; 
distancing himself militarily from the US; making various official visits; asking for help in patrolling the 
sea to prevent piracy; and buying weapons from China. At the same time, however, the Filipino leader 
orderŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ƛƴ !ǇǊƛƭ ǘƻ άƻŎŎǳǇȅ ŀƭƭ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΣ Ǉǳǘ ǳǇ ǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜ ŦƭŀƎέ signaling 
his readiness to also challenge China in South China sea (even though he backed down afterwards). 
 
²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ ŀƴ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ нн҈ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΩ ŜŎƻƴƻƳic AGS towards China ς but the same is more 
or less the case for the US and E28. What is more surprising is the more-than-twofold improvement in 
factual (i.e. not rhetorical) diplomatic AGS towards the US. This is to a large extent driven by the ς 
shared ς counter-ǘŜǊǊƻǊƛǎǘ ŦƛƎƘǘ ƛƴ aŀǊŀǿƛΤ 5ǳǘŜǊǘŜΩǎ ŀǇǇǊƻǾƛƴƎ ƻŦ ¦{ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ ƳƛƭƛǘŀǊȅ ōŀǎŜ 
expansion; joint military drills; and gratitude to the US for handing over weapons for fighting counter-
terrorism. We can see an equal-sized deterioration in the same domain towards Russia ς possibly for 
similar reasons. We also note that E28 is benefiting from a more positive AGS almost across the board 
so far this year ς with only a slight deterioration in its security AGS. But the main finding may even be 
that in 2017 ƛǘǎŜƭŦΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ !D{ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ŀƭƭ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ƛǎ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǿƻǊǎŜƴƛƴƎΣ Ǉƻǎǎƛōƭȅ 
suggesting a country that may as much be turning inwards as it is pivoting towards China. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://stratbase.org/index.php/portfolio-2/pivot-states
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UKRAINE: STRUGGLING TO BREAK LOOSE 

 
Despite two major revolutions for change and dignity, part of its territory being occupied and a war 
with Russia in its Eastern regions ς the data about Ukraine (UKR) illustrate how the country still 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ ǘƻ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜ ǘƻ ōǊŜŀƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ΨƛƴŦƭǳŜƴŎŜ ȊƻƴŜΩΦ 
 

 
When comparing data for Ukraine in 2017 with 2016, the already dismal relationship with Russia 
continues to deteriorate across the diplomatic, information, military, economic and legal domains. Its 
factual economic AGS towards Russia went down by 83%, triggered by Russian sanctions on Ukraine; 
the closure of a Ukrainian-owned chocolate factory in Russia; the discontinuation of an agreement on 
a nuclear power plant; Ukraine banning book imports from Russia; and by Ukrainian sanctions against 
the major Russian internet-company Yandex. The relationship also saw its diplomatic AGS decline by 
30% this year over last year (mostly due to the sanctions) and its military one by 12% (including the 
murder in Kyiv of Voronenko, an emigrated Russian politician who had been critical of Russian 
president Putin; and also Ukrainian accusations of Russian support to terrorism). 
 
!ǘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ǿƛǘƘ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ¦{! ŀǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ŘƻǿƴƘƛƭƭΦ 
For Europe, this is especially the case in the diplomatic (-49% ς mostly related to Ukrainian frustrations 
with Western support) and legal (-45% ς with Ukraine threatening to ban Marine Le Pen for remarks 
on Crimea; Austria releasing suspects of war crimes in Crimea; Ukraine extraditing an Italian suspected 
of money launŘŜǊƛƴƎΣ ŜǘŎΦύ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΦ Lǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘŀōƭŜ ǘƘŀǘ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ƻǳǘǿŀǊŘ !D{ ǎŎƻǊŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ 
great powers show negative trends in most categories (only 4 out of 17 categories improved). This 
may suggest, as in the case of the Philippines, that the country may also be turning more inward than 
it is pivoting westward. 
 
9ȄŀƳƛƴƛƴƎ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ǊŜǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǾŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎƛȄ ƳƻƴǘƘǎ ƻŦ 
нлмтΣ 9ǳǊƻǇŜ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ǇǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ΨƎƻ-ǘƻΩ-great power, having the highest AGS in absolute 
terms in most categories. The US is a relatively distant second, with Russia still much further behind 
the US. Even though the Chinese and (especially) Indian number of events that are being averaged is 
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significantly smaller than those of the other three (and therefore more error-prone), the very positive 
diplomatic but also economic relationship with China may be worth mentioning. 
 

 
 
¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ŦŀŎǘǳŀƭ !D{ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ Ƨǳǎǘ нлмт όǎŜŜ ƭƛƴŜ-graphs above), shows 
no dramatic changes except for an overall continued warming trend towards Europe. We observe that 
¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜΩǎ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǎƘƻǿǎ ŦŀǊ ŦŜǿŜǊ ƻǎŎƛƭƭŀǘƛons than its attitude towards E28 or the US. 
! ŎƭƻǎŜǊ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŎŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎ ǳƴŘŜǊƴŜŀǘƘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǘǊŜƴŘǎ ǊŜǾŜŀƭǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴ 9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎ ŎŀǎŜ 
this is mostly the case in the diplomatic, legal and ς especially ς military realms. The analogous US 
data for 2017 show a fairly strong positive trend line in the economic and legal realms, which is 
counterbalanced by more negative findings in the other categories. Russia shows a minute positive 
trend in the diplomatic domain, but stronger negative trends in all other categories. 
 
MOLDOVA: STILL VACILLATING, BUT NUDGING TOWARDS EUROPE 

 
HCSS produced a report on MoldovaΩǎ ǇƛǾƻǘƛƴƎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƛƴ нлмт ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ data until 2016. 
Updated event data for 2017 show a country that continues to vacillate internationally against a 
domestic background in which a pro-Moscow Moldovan president is struggling with a pro-EU 
government (the prospect of a EU political and trade agreement with the EU) and in which Transnistria 
remains a disputed territory. Some of the key events for Moldova (MDA) covered in event datasets in 
2017 included: various official visits; the major money-laundering scandal and (claims of) Russian 
interferŜƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƛƎŀǘƛƻƴΤ ƭŜƎŀƭ ŘƛǎǇǳǘŜǎ ǊŜƎŀǊŘƛƴƎ ¢ǊŀƴǎƴƛǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ ōƻǊŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ Ǿƛǎŀ ǊŜƎƛƳŜΤ 
the expulsion of Russian diplomats from Moldova; and the banning of Russian Deputy Prime Minister 
5ƳƛǘǊȅ wƻƎƻȊƛƴΩǎ ǇƭŀƴŜ ŦǊƻƳ ŜƴǘŜǊƛƴƎ 9¦ ŀƛǊǎǇŀŎŜ ƻƴ ƛǘǎ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ aoldova. These events underlie the 
Ƴŀƛƴ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ƛƴ aƻƭŘƻǾŀΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ ōƻŀǊŘΦ 
 
 
 
 

http://hcss.nl/report/national-identity-crisis-moldova-flux-between-east-and-west
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The aggregate picture that emerges when comparing events from 2017 to 2016 is depicted in the 
figure above6. Europe still receives high AGS scores from Moldova (higher than from Ukraine). 
Economically, both the US and E28 obtain more positive and improving AGS scores than Russia, 
ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅΩǎ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ƻǊƛŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴƭȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎ ƛƴ ǇƭŀȅΦ CǊƻƳ ŀ 9ǳǊƻǇŜŀƴ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ 
view, however, some declines in 2017 are noticeableς nowhere more so than in the military realm. 
India is absent from the data7, and China has one score in the economic realm (based on 13 events) 
that is quite positive. A look at the underlying articles shows that these events include the opening of 
a Moldova-/ƘƛƴŜǎŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊǳƳ ƛƴ /Ƙƛǎƛƴŀǳ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ /ƘƛƴŀΩǎ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ 
GUAM diversify away from Russia. The major differences between 2017 and 2016 are overwhelmingly 
negative, suggesting a further distancing from the great powers. 
 
Finally, when considering the trends in the first half of this year, an overall drop in AGS towards both 
9ну ŀƴŘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ƛǎ ǾƛǎƛōƭŜΤ ōǳǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ aƻƭŘƻǾŀΩǎ ōŜƘŀǾƛƻǊ ǘƻǿŀǊŘǎ ǘƘŜ ¦{Φ 
Further examination of the categories underneath these figures reveal quite marked decreases in the 
economic category for Russia, but also improvements in the military and economic ones ς suggesting 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ Ψwǳǎǎƛŀƴ ƻǇǘƛƻƴΩ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŀ ƭƻǿŜǊ-ranked one, but is very much still in play. 
 
With E28, the peaks in the diplomatic domain correspond to the decision to establish a NATO liaison 
ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ƛƴ /Ƙƛǎƛƴŀǳ ŀƴŘ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ Ǿƛǎƛǘǎ ǘƻ .ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎ ό5ƻŘƻƴΩǎ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǘƻ .ǊǳǎǎŜƭǎΤ aƻƭŘƻǾŀƴ ta ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ 
European Council president Tusk in Brussels). With Russia, the majority of the diplomatic events are 
related to the struggle between the pro-Moscow Moldovan president and the pro-EU government. 
Some of the issues which correspond to the peaks in the data are the issue of the Moldovan citizenship 
of the former Romanian President Basescu; the accusation that Russia attempts to derail a Moldovan 
investigation into money-laundering operations through Moldova; the dispute regarding the 
Transnistrian travel document; the expulsion of five Russian diplomats from Moldova; the incident 
ǿƛǘƘ wǳǎǎƛŀƴ 5ŜǇǳǘȅ tǊƛƳŜ aƛƴƛǎǘŜǊ wƻƎƻȊƛƴΩǎ ǇƭŀƴŜΤ ŀƴŘ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ Ǿƛǎŀ ǊŜƎƛƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
Russia. In the legal sphere, the peak are related to the expulsion of Russian diplomats. In the security 
domain, the peak reflects the Moldovan paǊƭƛŀƳŜƴǘΩǎ ŘŜƳŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ǿƛǘƘŘǊŀǿ ƛǘǎ ǘǊƻƻǇǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
Transnistria. 
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BELARUS: STILL IN RUSSIAôS AMBIT, BUT INCREASINGLY HEDGING 

 
.ŜƭŀǊǳǎ ό.[wύ ƛǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾƛƴƎ ƳƻǊŜ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀƴ ǳǎǳŀƭ ǘƘŜǎŜ Řŀȅǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ wǳǎǎƛŀΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜ-scale military 
exercise Zapad 2017, scheduled for 14τ20 September 2017, that will be partially (or potentially even 
mostly) be held in Belarus. The events detected in our datasets for Belarus are slightly more numerous 
than for Moldova, allowing us to draw firmer conclusions from them. 
 

 
 






















