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THE CHANGING INTERNATIONAL ORDER

GEODYNAMICS IN 2017
MONTHLY ALERT, SEPTEMBER 2017

To many, the world seems to be on fire. A small, newly nudeaed authoritarian country is
AyOSaalyate dldzydAy3a GKS g2NIRQa az2tS NB
increasingly viewed, by even some of its staunchest allies, asia . Many
Europeans are on the edge of their seats as they watch an increasingly revanchist Russia embar
its largest military exercise along its Western kengisince the end of the Cold War. China and the
seem to be outbidding one another in brinkmanship in the China Seas, with major potential econc
and military consequences also for Europe. Less mediatibed nevertheless not any less impactful
for the world and for Europe the two nucleararmed Asian great powers were engaged in a-twg
month tense military standoff high up in the Himalayas.

The increased geopolitical grandstanding of these great powers is occurring against a backgro
renewed dobal terrorist attacks (also in Europe), as ISIS and its affiliates move their theate
2LISNI GA2Yy FNRY GKSANI RAYREAYy3I WOIfALKEFGSQ
opportunity to sow terror and advance their agenda. All ofsth$é happening in a period of
unprecedented technological change; of resurgent populjswh as seen
this month alone in the UShd the Caribbean countries in the Kingdom of The Netherlands but e
more so in India, Bangladesh and Nepal); of growing concerns about various medical or zog
challenges; of massive cyberattacks; of possibly éven in the ways in which we humans
identify, organize, and create value and meaning for ourselves. Are all of these slidegd fears
the tip that is representative for the entire underlying iceberg? Or are they essentially statist

FNGAFEFOGE FNRY KdzYlyaQ FFHaOAYIlIGA2y SAGK SEI

These questions are not purely of academic intecegiso not limited to The Netherlands. On Januar
1, 2018, the Kingdom of The Netherlands, including Aruba, Curacao avideBten, will take a seat
at the most prominent and prestigious international talgl¢he United Nations Security Coungilor

a periodof one year. It will even chair the Security Council during the month of March 2018. A
prepares for this weighty responsibility, obtaining a better evidebased understanding of the
actual geodynamics behind the current international order is ofagtimportance

HCSS has been developing (and continues to develop) various automatedetiai@nd-tools to
enable policyand decisiormakers to better monitor geodynamics in the international systewe
KIS dzaSR GKS GSNY Wysziodis teipordll Gadow tarfd Setrasg@etivaddn
character (in this case the first 6 months of 2017); geographically global and substanti
comprehensive. Reporting on these uniquely rich (and still imperfect) datasets remains a dau
challenge. V¥ have always strived to strike a balance between reporting on what the data tell us i
filtering only what we think is relevant. This alert presents a few selected highlights from our data
that in our opinion check these two boxes. We report on wbiat g one

of the very few neareakttime datasets allowing us to track geodynamic currents as they actair
us about three important topicsthe assertiveness of (selected) great powers; the emerge
geodynamic realignments of selected pivot states that find themselves on the dividing lines bet
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different great powers; and the position of The Netherlands itself in this global geodyna
maektrom?.

The main metric we use throughout this report is one that we have started thinking of as
geodynamic equivalent of widely used metrics like Gross Domestic Product (GDP) or inflation r3
the economic domainthe ¢AGS for short. This score attributes to eve
aAy3tsS S@Syid o0SioSSy Gg2 AyuSNyrdazylt | Of
value foranevent)andO (thS Y2 ald Wy S3I A @S qondligh §péctrinywhile thesa 3
SHSyia FNB ldzi2aYFGAOFffte SEGNIOGSR FNRBY (K
often 100s or 1000s events for any dyadic relationship between two countries for a@y tjne
period, we can start painting a picture of recent and ongoing geodynamic ebbs and flow:
international interactions. When interpreting the various visuals through this document, our read
have to bear in mind that negative (ilewer) AGS sces mean higher assertiveness. HCSS has a
categorized all events in 6 functional domains: diplomatic, informational, security, military, econo

andlegak OF GSI2NAT I GA2y a0OKSYS 4SS OFff 5L{a9]
I £ S Ndé @eriokl Between January 1, 2017 and July 1, 20kt we also compare our findings for
this period with the findings for the entire previous year of 2016.

Would you like to access the interactigad reattime version of thealert

Great power assertiveness
Pivot states
The Netherlandsin global geodynamics

Conclusion
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GREAT POWER ASSERTIVENESS

GREAT POWER ASSERTIVENESS SLIGHTLY DOWN IN 2017

HCSS has reported in past publicatithat the five great powers monitored (China, the 28 Europea
Union member states as a group, India, Russia, and the United States), have started behaving
assertively as a gup. Our findings for the first 6 months show a very small improvement (+2.3%
GKSANI wO2ttSOGABSQ ySaALGAGS FI Ohldzrt F aasSNI
improvement is relative to an absolute level that remains extremely negativeghem(8.41 with-

10 being the worst possible). We remind our readers that this is a veryfth§ @St WK St A C
3t 260l f 3AS2ReylIYAOa ¢KAOK | IINBIFGSa 20SNI un

Difference

Great Powers Negative o
Assertiveness 0.0% 3.6%

DISMEL 2016 2017  Differen..

Diplomatic -5.44 -5.24 3.6%

Economic -8.00 -8.00 0.0%

Legal -5.46 -5.32 2.6%

Military 9.58 -8.52 0.6%

Security -8.81 -8.77 0.4%

When we break down that tofevel Great Power Assertivene{6GPA) finding in the different
functional categories we use, we detect only minute (between 0% to 0.6%) improvements in n
categories and slightllarger ones (2.6% and 3.6%) in the legal and diplomatic ones. Overall, it is
fair to state that GPA continues to hover around worrisomely negative levels.

Great Power Assertiveness

Source Cou.

Goldstein Scale Goldstein Scale Goldstein Scale

Goldstein Scale

USA

Goldstein Scale

Jan3  Jani8  Feb? Febl7 ~ Merd4  Merld  Apr3  Apri8  May3  Mayl8  Jun2 Jun17 Jul2 Jul17 Augl  Augl6  Aug3l  SeplS
Day of Dt [2017]
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The GPA trend lines for théndividual great powers fothe first 6 months of 201&lone show a
negative trend for all great powersanother discomforting finding. In the first six months of the Trumj
administration the US shows the biggest decline in AGS of all great powers.

To get a sense of the types of events that are covered, as wdleair relative importance in our
dataset you can review the different interactive datasets on display.

Source Country
Great Power Event Types cHN
[ =
|
[0
W usr

0.00% 1.00% 2.00% 2.008% 4.00% 5.00% 6.00% 7.00% 8.00% 5.00% 10.00% 11.00% 12.00%

Normalized Events =

IS INDIANOW ALSOCAT CHI NG 0 GRE A ASSERIWH FS?

One of the most striking GPA findings in our data for this year to date is the chandgjiaug storyliné.
2S KIFER LRA&AAGA2YSR LYRAIF Ay LINB@A2dza adN» 4GS,
3S23INF LIKAOI & &aLISF1AYy3I0 SEOSLIAZ2Y (2 6Kk
pathological (from a Western European pbiof view) affliction in which great powers seem
predisposed to assert their power, especially in negative ways. In our last edition, we were surpi
that the advent to power in India of the nationalist BJP had not (yet) led to an observably m
assertve stance in world politics. For 2017, however, some of the indicators we use to track GPA, ¢
India to be the most assertive of all GPs.
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Great Power Change

DISMEL Source .. 2016 2017 Difference Rank 2016 Rank 2017 Difference
Diplomatic  CHN -5.52 563 -2.1% 2 1 B I |
E28 2 -49% 8.8%
ND g
RUS 4
USA 5
Economic CHMN 5]
28 3
ND 1
RUS 4
Usa 2
Legal CHN
RUS
Usa
Military CHN
28 -9.60 -9.60 0.0% 2 1
D -9.75 -9.52 2.3% 1 3
RUS 943 937 0.6% 5 4
Usa 964 -9.59 0.5% 2 2
Security CHN 8. 5 3
28 917 913 0.5% 2 1
D 924 -5.08 17% 1 2
RUS -8.38 -8.64 -3.0% 4 5
UsA -8.86 -8.66 2.2% 3 4

hyS 2F GKS Y2ad GAOGAR AffdzaldNI GAR2Yya 2F GKA
Chineseborder guards moving railroachaking equipment onto the Dolam plateau in Bhutan. Thi
ensuing military standoff saw a few hundred troops from both sides confront each other for over 1
months. Many observers drew analogies to the bloody 1962-Bidian bader war, with the added
drama than both powers are now militarily far more powerful than in 1962 and are also both nucl
powers. Even though all of this received far less attention in the Western press, possible rene
Sincelndian clashes probably ramip there with a possible Sirdmerican military conflict in the South
or East China seas (possibly triggered by yet another North Korean nuclear missile test) and-a F
NATO one in Central Europe with respect to the global risk of a major militatag@iion.

Later this month, HCSS will publish a more detailed analysis of the changing Indian assertiveness
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PIVOT STATES

In previous years, HCSS has identified a numbeiof based on a set of criteria that suggested
these states found themselves at the intersection of some-@e®O i 2y A O Ay Ff dzSy «
reported on those in our yearlgtrategic Monitors For this shorter Geodynamics Alert, a handful o
those events are further examined. These pivot states possess military, economic and pol
strategic goods, and are located in overlapping spheres of inflyemicere great power irgrests
collide and potentially clasirour pivot states were selected; three in our own backyard atsthatter
belt between Russia and Europe, the other in the Pahificzone where rising China is meeting the
US. The Philippines, probably one of thesmbigh@A aA0Af AG&aQITGRDEE Hzy
President Duterte, has declared its determination to pivot away from the United States and towe
/| KAYlF YR wdzaaiAl ® ¢KS 2G0§KSNJ LIA@G20 adrdasSa I N
NSAIKOo2NK22RX GKS fFGGSNI 2F 6KAOK A& NBOSAQ
scaleZapadY A f AGl NB SESNOA&AS® ! INFAYSsS |a [3yGAid
strugglingtoda G F yG AT S A G & Sift MoldGvalany Belardzi a8 iwo Gifder fornved Sovie!
republics thatg in very different wayg have shown signs of possible realignment.

THE PHILIPPINES: PIVOTING TOWARDS CHINA,BUT | T6 S MORATED OWANL I
YOU THINK

The Philippines continue to be omd the most dramatically pivoting states. When comparing thg
findings for 2016 with those for Jalul 2017, the picture revealed is slightly more differentiated tha
generally recounted although the basic elements of the widely accepted pivoting stovegrenuch

O2YyFANNSRD® ¢KS t KAfALLIAYSEAaQ FI Oldzkt YAtAGET
same indicator towards China improved by 87%. The actual events behind these findings inc
Duterte seeking tonormalizerelations with China; wetiming a joint naval exercise with China;
distancing himself militarily from the US; making various official visits; asking for help in patrolling
sea to prevent piracy; and buying weapons from China. At the same time, however, the Filipino le
ordertSR KAa GNR2LJA Ay ! LINARf (2 &a200dzLle | Gignalingd
his readiness to also challenge China in South China sea (even though he backed down afterwa

28 [ taz2 asSS Iy AyONBI a$ i@ABS owdrds Ghiidul tkeSante is Mdres
or less the case for the US and E28. What is more surprising is thelmaorevofold improvement in
factual (i.enot rhetorical) diplomatic AGS towards the US. This is to a large extent driven ky tt
shared¢ counteri SNNB NA &G0 FAIKG Ay al NIFgAT 5dzi SNILS
expansion; joint military drills; and gratitude to the US for handing over weapons for fighting coun
terrorism. We can see an equsiked deterioration in the sameothain towards Russiapossibly for
similar reasons. We also note that E28 is benefiting from a more positive AGS almost across the
so far this year, with only a slight deterioration in its security AGS. But the main finding may even
that in 2017A G &aSt FX GKS O2dzyiNEQa ! D{ G261 NRa | f
suggesting a country that may as much be turning inwards as it is pivoting towards China.
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UKRAINE: STRUGGLING TO BREAK LOOSE

Despite two major revolutionfor change and dignity, part of its territory being occupied and a we
with Russia in its Eastern regiogghe data about Ukraine (UKR) illustrate how the country sti
O2yGAydzSa G2 aiGNXzZZ3tS G2 oOoNBIF| 2dzi 2F GKS w

Avg. Goldstein Scale

Ukranian Change towards Great Powers " .
1000 10.00
Target MNumber of
Dismel Country AGS 2016 AGS 2017 Difference Records
EZ8 342 z -49.4% 497
RUS 2.82 2 -29.7% 2,525
USA 3.07 3 -11.4% 627
Economic CHM 552 7 19.2% 7
RUS -1.51 -3 -83.1% 2,052
USA 521 2 -58.1% 205
Legal CHN -0.64 -5 -685.7% 5
E28 -2.82 -4 -44.5% 251

RUS
UsA
Military CHN
EZ8
RUS
USA
Security EZE
ND
RUS
UsA

-3.92 -4 -6.2% 2,437

When comparingdata for Ukraine in 2017 with 2016, the already dismal relationship with Rus
continues to deteriorate across the diplomatic, information, military, economic and legal domains
factual economic AGS towards Russia went down by 83%, triggered bynRas®itions on Ukraine;
the closure of a Ukrainiaowned chocolate factory in Russia; the discontinuation of an agreement |
a nuclear power plant; Ukraine banning book imports from Russia; and by Ukrainian sanctions a¢
the major Russian internetompany Yandex. The relationship also saw its diplomatic AGS decline
30% this year over last year (mostly due to the sanctions) and its military one by 12% (includint
murder in Kyiv of Voronenko, an emigrated Russian politician who had been criti€alssfan
president Putin; and also Ukrainian accusations of Russian support to terrorism).

G GKS alyYS GAYSET K26SOSNE (GKS O2dzy i NBEQa NE
For Europe, this is especially the case in the diploma&#t8%4c mostly related to Ukrainian frustrations
with Western support) and legaldb%c with Ukraine threatening to ban Marine Le Pen for remark:
on Crimea; Austria releasing suspects of war crimes in Crimea; Ukraine extraditing an Italian susg
of money lauR SNA Yy 33 SGOd0 OFGSA2NARSad LG A& y20l «
great powers show negative trends in most categories (only 4 out of 17 categories improved).
may suggest, as in the case of the Philippines, that the country mapealsirning more inward than
it is pivoting westward.

9EIFI YAYAYTI ' 1 NIAYSQa NBAaLISOGABS |GGAGdzRSE G2
HAMT S 9dzNB LIS NBEYL AY A 2geat poweryhdving thel igBest 2ENB absohit
terms in most categories. The US is a relatively distant second, with Russia still much further b
the US. Even though the Chinese and (especially) Indian number of events that are being avera
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significantly smaller than those of the other three(etherefore more erroiprone), the very positive
diplomatic but also economic relationship with China may be worth mentioning.

Ukraine towards Great Powers

Target Cou..
10
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Aug. GoldsteinScale | Avg. GoldsteinScale  Avg. GoldsteinScale | Avg. Goldstein Scale | Avg. Goldstein Scale

-10
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Target Cou... [ CHN [ =2 [_JUD] M rus W usa

PY{NFAYySQa FI OhGdzrt ! D{ GNBYyR& {2 ¢gralRsiaboirek Shovigs!
no dramatic changes except for an overall continued warming trend towards Europe. We observe
PYNFAYSQa GGAGdzZRS (2 g I NiRsithawitzattitukld towarésE #8zor thie lUSL
I Of2aSNJt221 G GKS RAFTFSNByd OFGS3I2NARASa d
this is mostly the case in the diplomatic, legal anespecially¢ military realms. The analogous US
data for 2017 show a fairly strong positiveend line in the economic and legal realms, which is
counterbalanced by more negative findings in the other categories. Russia shows a minute po:
trend in the diplomatic domain, but stronger negative trendslirother categories.

MOLDOVA: STILL VACILLATING, BUT NUDGING TOWARDS EUROPE

HCSS producedraport on MoldovQ& LA @2 GAy 3 0 SKI GA 2 deka BritiNeD18.S
Updated event data for 2017 show a country that continues to vacillate internationally agains
domestic background in which a phMoscow Moldovan president is struggling with a b

government (the prospect of a EU political and tradggeement with the EU) and in which Transnistrie
remains a disputed territory. Some of the key events for Moldova (MDA) covered in event datase
2017 included: various official visits; the major mo#h@yndering scandal and (claims of) Russia
interfferSY OS gAGK (GKS Ay@SadAardArzyT tS3arft RAA&L)
the expulsion of Russian diplomats from Moldova; and the banning of Russian Deputy Prime Mir
S5YAGNE w2321 Ay Qa LI FyYyS TNERY oldyaliThesd giehts Anderlié the'
YIAYy OKFIy3aSa Ay az2fR20FQa oSKFEZA2NI I ONR&aa
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Moldovan Change towards Great Powers

Target Mumber of | Avg. Goldstein Scale

Country Dismel AG52016  AGS2017  Difference  Records N

N o 6.18 Bl 1000 10.00
£.40 6.40 0.0%

E28

RUS 356 -0.50 -113.9% 183

USA 273 -3.50 -228.2% 104

The aggregate picture that emerges when comparing events from 2017 to 2016 is depicted ir
figure abové Europe still receives high AGS scores from Moldoighé€h than from Ukraine).
Economically, both the US and E28 obtain more positive and improving AGS scores than R
adzZ33SadAy3a GKFG GKS O2dzyiNEQa 2SaiGdSNYy 2NRSyYy
view, however, some declines in 2ZD&re notie@ableg nowhere more so than in the military realm.
India is absent from the dataand China has one score in the economic realm (based on 13 eve
that is quite positive. A look at the underlying articles shows that these events includeéming of
aMoldova/ KAy SasS . dzaAySaa TF2NHzY Ay [ KA&AAYLlLdz | yF
GUAM diversify away from Russia. The major differences between 2017 and 2016 are overwheln
negative, suggesting a further distancing from theagmowers.

Finally, when considering the trends in the first half of this year, an overall drop in AGS towards
9HYy YR wdzaaiAl A& @QAaAo0ftST odzi tfaz |y 2@S
Further examination of the categories ugnheath these figures reveal quite marked decreases in th
economic category for Russia, but also improvements in the military and economic, snggesting

GKFG GKS WwdzaaAl y 2radidell ang Quti¥ ved mdeBstillimpay. I £ 26 S

With E28 the peaks in the diplomatic domain correspond to the decision to establish a NATO lia
2FFAOS AY [/ KA&AYldz YR @I NAR2dza 2FFAOAIE QAa
European Council president Tusk in Brussels). With Rulssianajority of the diplomatic events are
related to the struggle between the pfgloscow Moldovan president and the plJ government.
Some of the issues which correspond to the peaks in the data are the issue of the Moldovan citize!
of the former Ramanian President Basescu; the accusation that Russia attempts to derail a Moldc
investigation into moneyaundering operations through Moldova; the dispute regarding th
Transnistrian travel document; the expulsion of five Russian diplomats from Moldlowancident
GAGK wdzdaAly 5SLJzie tNAYS aAyAadsSNI w2321 Ay
Russia. In the legal sphere, the peak are related to the expulsion of Russian diplomats. In the se
domain, the peak reflects the Moldovanigd A I YSy 1 Qa RSYIlIyR GKI G wd
Transnistria.
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BELARUS: STILLINRUS S| A6 S A MB ICREASIBIGLY HEDGING

SEFNHzA 6. [ w0 A& NBOSAQGAY3I Y2NB (0 Sycalanglvary i
exerciseZapad2017, scheduled for 420 September 2017, that will be partially (or potentially eve
mostly) be held in Belarus. The events detected in our datasets for Belarus are slightly more nume
than for Moldova, allowing us to draw firmer conclusions from them


































